
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

        

January’s Message from Mr. Buhler 
 
LES Families: 
Welcome to 2021 as we continue at LES to go above and BEyond!  It 
is a new year with a whole list of opportunities and possibilities.  Our 
LES Family has worked hard over the past two quarters to build both 
the academic and social skills of our students both in person and 
through eLearning.  Our students have been focused on meeting the 
academic and social goals that have been set.   
We will continue this momentum as we begin Quarter 3 on 
January 11!  We are excited to welcome back over one hundred 
students to campus.  We will continue to focus on our top priorities for 
the school year:  Classroom intervention and small group support, 
digital instruction, Responsive Classroom, Social and Emotional 
Learning and Wellness, and communication.     
Second quarter report cards will go home on Wednesday, 
January 20.  Parent-teacher-student conferences will take place 
on January 21 and 22.  We will use signupgenius.com for 
parents to set their conferences with teachers.  The conferences 
will be virtual through ZOOM or through the phone using 
SchoolStatus.  We look forward to having 100% participation in the 
conferences as the conferences provide time to discuss your child’s 
current progress along with setting goals for future achievement.  If 
you are unable to schedule a time during the scheduled days for 
conferences, please contact your child’s teacher to schedule a time 
that is convenient for you.     
The PTO is gearing up for the biggest fundraiser of the school year.  
Our school will participate in the World’s Finest Chocolate 
fundraiser starting in January.  We will have many incentives to 
encourage all to get out and sell chocolate!  Remember all proceeds 
from the fundraiser are used to support our school.  Please be on the 
lookout for information about this critical fundraiser. 
Here is to a successful 2021!  Remember, when we Expect More … 
we Achieve More.  Thank you for your continued support.   
                
 Samuel Buhler, Principal 
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Expect More…Achieve More 

Luling Elementary Vision, Mission, Values 
and Beliefs 

 
Vision 

At Luling Elementary School we have a happy, safe, and positive 
learning environment where successes are celebrated.  We 
collaborate through purposeful team interactions.  There is a 
circle of communication among all stakeholders to support the 
individual needs of all learners.  Instruction is maximized and 
differentiated.  Feedback provides opportunities for growth and 
change. 
 

Mission 
We at Luling Elementary School will provide a quality academic 

and social education for the whole child while inspiring, 
empowering, and nurturing all to become successful individuals. 

 
 

Values/Beliefs 
At Luling Elementary School, we believe: 

-staff members will build community by implementing all parts of 
Morning Meeting and by applying Responsive Classroom 
practices with an emphasis on using Responsive Language. 
 
-in addition to whole group instruction, teachers will provide small 
group and individualized instruction through the use of a variety of 
activities to achieve desired outcomes. 
 
-all stakeholders will limit interruptions of instructional time. 
 
-all teachers will be provided with opportunities to unwrap 
curriculum, to collaborate, and to create rigorous and engaging 
lessons suited to the needs and diversities of all students. 
 
-communication with families is a priority; therefore, we will 
contact and establish positive relationships at the beginning of the 
school year and continue to build those relationships. 
-procedures and routines will be explicitly established, practiced, 
monitored, and followed. 
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 Be your best! 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

  
 

 
  

 

goes above and beyond! 
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ANYONE picking up your child from school  
 must be listed on your child’s 

emergency card and  
 must present photo identification 

to the school office specialist in the 
main office.  Otherwise, your child 
will not be released.   

 Photo identification will also be 
required at car riders if you do not 
have your placard. 

  In addition, only those on a child’s 
emergency card will be allowed to 
pick him/her up from car riders.   

 

If you are checking your child out from school, you must 
do so by 2:45 p.m. We will not take changes over the 
phone. Car rider or after care notes may be sent with 
your child to school.  You may also fax or email notes.  
Bus changes are not allowed. 
Fax-985-785-9933         
E-mailed-lulingcubs@stcharles.k12.la.us 
 

If you have not completed your child’s paperwork 
(emergency card or release forms) sent home on 
the first day of school, please do so as soon as 
possible. Remember, some of this can be 
completed online. 

 
 

    
   

 If you have not paid 
your child’s $20.00 
technology   fee or  
$8.00 supply fee, 
please send this in as 
soon as possible.  

 

Attendance Requirements: 
 

ELEMENTARY students shall be in 
attendance a minimum of 167 days a 
school year.  Students may only be 
absent 10 days.  ELEMENTARY 
students who accrue more than 10 
absences will NOT be eligible for 
promotion.  Extenuating 
circumstances may apply.  For more 
information, please refer to the 2020-
2021 Student Code of Conduct 

January 
Upcoming Events 

1/1  Happy New Year!! 
1/4 Students return to school 
1/11 3rd quarter begins 
1/13 Snack Sale 
1/18 MLK Day; No School 
1/20  Report cards go home 
1/21-22 Early Dismissal 
1/27 Snack Sale 

 
 

REMINDERS 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
  



 
 
  



 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 

We cannot believe it is already January! 
It is hard to believe that we are halfway through our school year! The first 
half of the year has been exciting, eventful and we have learned so much 
together thus far. Many of our students can identify most of the letters in 
the alphabet and numbers! We are even making and extending patterns. 

While we have been thriving academically, some of our best leaps and 
bounds made have been in social and emotional development. Your 
children have been successfully interacting with their peers, having 
conversations using complete sentences, and working together as a 

team. Parents, please be sure to continue working with your child on 
these skills. Read books to them as often as possible. Together everyone 

achieves more! We hope that you and your children have a fantastic 
January. We cannot wait to see the continued growth of your children as 

they thrive and succeed in the New Year! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Welcome back to all of our kindergarten friends! Can you believe it is January of 2021, already? We are 
excited to ring in the New Year! You all have learned so many new social and academic skills since the 
beginning of the school year! 
   As we continue to go Above and Beyond this school year, we will review many skills and learn 
more new skills. In CKLA Skills, we will begin Unit 6. The students will be introduced to only one new 
letter sound correspondence, the ‘s’ spelling for the /z/ sound. Students will be introduced to the tricky 
words I, look, are, and little. In unit 4 and 5, the teacher reads the stories, Pet Fun Ox and Cart Man, 
from a big book. In this unit, the students will be reading independently from their own Reader and 
answering comprehension questions. We look forward to listening to our kindergarten students transition 
from reading words and phrases to reading short stories! In CKLA Knowledge, the students will begin 
Domain 5 which focuses on Farms. This domain will introduce students to several farm animals and crops 
that people grow on farms. Students will learn how farmers raise and care for farm animals. Students 
will understand the importance of farms as a source of food and other products people use. 
 In Mathematics, the students will continue to work in Module 3 which focuses on the comparison 
of length, weight, capacity, and numbers to 10.  The students will relate more and less to length. For 
example, the students will make comparisons such as “A stick of 7 cubes is longer than a stick of 3 
cubes." The students will compare sets of objects to determine which group has more and which group 
has less. The students will also create and identify sets that have the same number of objects, 1 more 
object, and 1 fewer object. Towards the latter part of the month, the students will begin Module 4. 
Module 4 marks the next exciting step in math for kindergartners—addition and subtraction! 
 We look forward to conferencing with all of our parents to discuss their child’s progress on 
January 21st and January 22nd! We look forward to watching our students continue to grow and learn 
both academically and socially! Our kindergarten Luling Cubs will continue to excel as they go...Above and 
Beyond!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

I n  f i r s t  g r a d e ,  w e  a r e  “ w r a p p i n g ”  u p  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  w i t h  a n c i e n t  
c i v i l i z a t i o n s ,  r e a d i n g  w o r d s  w i t h  m a g i c  e  a n d  s o l v i n g  w o r d  p r o b l e m s  w i t h i n  t e n !  

In Math, we will start our Module with ordering and 
comparing length measurements as numbers! 

Students will learn how to compare length using direct 
and indirect comparisons, take longer than and shorter 
than to a new level of precision by introducing the idea 
of a length unit, explore the usefulness of measuring 
with similar units, and represent and interpret data. 

Students will explore this Module by using centimeter 
cubes, rulers, toothpicks, paper clips, and string. 

In Skills, we will begin our Unit with a new reader: 
The Green Fern Zoo!  

The main character, Vern, introduces students to all 
different types of animals. While Vern is a fictional 

character, the information in the book is factual, 
making this an informational text. 

Students will learn new sounds that are sometimes 
called the r-controlled vowel sounds, new tricky words, 
introduction to two-syllable words, and past-, present- 

and future-tense verbs. 
 

In Knowledge, we will start our Domain with animals and habitats! 
Students will learn what a habitat is and related characteristics. They will learn to recognize different plants 

and animals as being indigenous to specific habitats and understand several fundamental principles of nature. For 
example, they will learn that animals and plants typically live in those habitats to which they are best suited, 

often developing unique characteristics that enable them to specifically adapt to the climate and conditions of a 
given environment. They will also be introduced to simple classifications of animals according to the types of 

food they eat and understand the notion of a food chain.   

Reminders: 
 Please check your child’s blue 

folder nightly 
 Please send a healthy snack and a 

water bottle daily. 
 Weekly Wednesday folders go 

home every Wednesday. Please 
review and discuss graded work 
with your child. Do not forget to 
sign and return the following day! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 
 

2nd Grade Goes Above and Beyond! 
 

 
Welcome back 2nd Grade! Wow! We are now in January 2021! Welcome back to all of our e-learning 

students and e-learning teachers returning to campus! We are very excited to start the New Year with all of you!  
 In Math, we will begin Module 5. In Module 5, students build upon their mastery of renaming place 
value units and their understanding of addition and subtraction within 1,000. They will still have the option of 
modeling with concrete materials or drawings to solve their problems.  Throughout the module, students will 
continue to focus on strengthening their understanding and fluency with one and two step word problems. 
 In CKLA Skills, we will continue Module 4 in The Job Hunt. The students will continue reading about 
Kim and Kurt’s adventures of finding a summer job while learning new spellings for the sound /ee/ - ‘y’ and 
‘ey’; and /aw/ - ‘al’, ‘au’, and ‘aw’. They will also review common and proper nouns and past and present tense 
verbs. They will learn how to write a persuasive letter using correct grammar. 
 In CKLA Knowledge, we will conclude Domain 8 on Insects. We have learned that 
insects are the largest group of animals on Earth. Students will learn the characteristics of 
insects, the life cycle of insects, how insects can be categorized as solitary or social, and 
how insects are viewed as both helpful and harmful. Students will learn how insects are 
important for the process of pollination and in the production of honey, cosmetics, and 
even medicines. This domain will lay the foundation for review and further study of life 
cycles, habitats, and classifications of insects and other animals. 
 We will begin piloting our new Science curriculum this month! We will begin 
Module 1, Matter. Throughout this module students will study birds building nests and think about why 
different kinds of birds use certain materials to build their nests. Students will learn that understanding the 
properties of matter and the ways in which matter can change helps people use matter in many ways. The focus 
questions for this module will focus on how to describe and classify matter, how matter can change, and how 
understanding the properties of matter can be useful. 
 We look forward to having our second round of parent conferences this month to discuss student 
progress. We cannot wait to go Above and Beyond to finish the second half of our school year!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Math- Students will begin Module 4, where they will explore area as an attribute of two-dimensional figures and 
relate it to their prior understanding of multiplication. They will conceptualize area as the amount of two-
dimensional surface that is contained within a plane figure. Students will come to understand that the surface can 
be tiled with unit squares without gaps or overlaps. They will progress from using square manipulatives to drawing 
their own area models and manipulate rectangular arrays to concretely demonstrate the arithmetic properties.  
Remember: Area= length x width 
 
ELA- Students will continue the Louisiana Purchase Guidebooks Unit where they will use the unit text and 
supporting texts to discuss the events that led to the United States acquiring the Louisiana Territory. They will 
learn about Lewis and Clark’s famous expedition to discover the attributes of the newly acquired Louisiana 
Territory. Students will also get the opportunity to read exciting tall tales! Through these texts, they will get to 
discover what the life of American pioneers was like through the colorful elements of tall tales: exaggeration, 
superhuman traits and funny events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Social Studies- Students will begin Unit 
Four: State of Louisiana. This ties into their ELA 
theme, perfectly! Students will learn about how 
Louisiana became a part of the United States 
while maintaining many characteristics that are 
unique to our state. They will explore the events 
leading to statehood as well as learn about the 
structure of Louisiana government and how 

Science- Students will begin Module 3: 
Traits. In this module they will learn all about 
the traits of an organism and how those traits 
help the organism to survive. They will do this 
by investigating the essential question, “What 
makes an individual humpback whale 
unique?” Don’t be surprised when your little 
one comes home with lots of fun and 



 
Math: During math this month, we have wrapped up our unit on multiplication and division. We have been working hard to 
memorize math facts. Students should continue to practice flashcards of multiplication and division 
facts even after we have completed the unit. Our next unit will be on Geometry! This unit will be so 
much fun! We will get to get up and do some kinesthetic learning to explore line segments, rays, 
lines, and other fun shapes.  

 
ELA/SS: Put on your war attire and join us on a ride into the American Revolution! We are exploring 
nonfiction and poetry on our deep dive into a world before our time that set the stage for today’s government. Our big 
question is to decide if the colonists were justified in declaring their independence and fighting the revolutionary war. We will 
all get to make our own decisions for the Culminating Writing Tasks at the end of our unit. Social Studies has become a part 
of ELA as we have been able to do some cross curricular instruction. In Social Studies we are focusing on memorizing the 
facts and causes/outcomes of the American Revolution as well! This second dose of instruction really helps the students 
deepen their understanding.  

 
 
Science: Have you ever wondered during hurricane season how your generator is working? 
You can now ask your child! In December we continued working through energy and energy 
transformation. We did fun experiments creating circuits, windmills, and generators! 
Have you ever wondered why elephants can sense the rain? In January we will begin 
exploring sense and response. We will learn sensory structures and do a ton of cool experiments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Mrs. Maloy does a fun brain break with 
the students each day! 

Mrs. Barrett’s class works hard on 
their writing! 

 



 
January introduces our 5th grade student scientists to a new anchor phenomenon, rice farming in 
Bali. More specifically, as they explore, investigate, analyze data, and learn in Module #3, they will 
attempt to answer their Essential Question, How has Balinese farming endured for 1,000 years? 
They will seek to model the movement of fresh water Bali farmers use to farm rice. This module 

will allow them to study how Earth’s systems and spheres as they study Balinese rice farming practices. Their 
study will begin with the hydrosphere as they begin to learn about how rice has become a world food staple. 
This will include lessons about amounts and the distribution of fresh versus salt water, exploring marine 
ecosystems, and describing how atmospheric conditions form clouds. Then, students will describe how water 
moves through Earth’s atmosphere as well as how Earth’s systems impact weather, climate, precipitation and 
the geosphere. As they study what happens as the hydrosphere and geospheres interact, it will involve 
discussions of how water interacts with different surface materials and how oceans impact the formation of 
landforms. 

In ELA, we will continue working in our second unit, The Birchbark House. 
Students will analyze the literary text to gain insight to the effects of smallpox on Native 
American populations. Students will learn the value of point of view and its influence on how 
a story is told. Students will engage in a philosophical chairs debate in response to the 
following question: Did European exploration have a positive or negative impact on the 
Native Americans who live in the new world? Moving forward, students will integrate 
information learned throughout the unit thus far and complete an Extension Task in which they 
will write an essay explaining Columbus’s impact on the New World.  

This month in math our Marvelous Mathematicians will begin Module 4. Module 4 is all about 
multiplying and dividing with fractions and decimals. We will begin by representing fractions as 
division. For example students will learn that 1/2 and 1 divided by 2 mean the same thing! Next, we will 
be focusing on finding a fraction of a set, which teaches students how to multiply a fraction by a whole 
number. For example, students will be asked to solve a problem like the following: Aniyah has 12 rows 
of vegetables in her garden. 2/3 of the rows are carrots. How many rows of carrots are in her garden? 
Students will then move into finding a fraction of a fraction, which teaches students how to multiply a 
fraction by another fraction. For example, students will be asked to solve a problem like the following: 

Marcus has 1/2 of a pan of brownies. He brings 2/3 of the pan of brownies to school. What fraction of the pan of brownies 
did Marcus bring to school? 

In social studies, we will continue Unit 3: Settlement of Present Day 
United States. Students will build their understanding of the role that 
cooperation and conflict with Native Americans and forced labor played in the 
success of colonists seeking wealth in the New World. We will explore the 
various religious reasons colonists emigrated from Europe and settled in North 
America, focusing on the Pilgrims and the Puritans. We will begin Unit 3: The 
Thirteen Colonies towards the end of January in which we will begin our study of the 
Southern, Middle, and New England Colonies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading Recovery and 
Literacy 

Welcome back! I hope you all had a wonderful holiday. 
It’s time to get back to work. During this time of year it 
is important for our students to read every night. Listen 
to your child read and ask them questions about what 
they are reading. They can draw pictures or write about 
the stories they have read. Reading is a wonderful way 
to entertain us when it is too cold to go outside.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Self-management is the ability to manage stress and impulsivity while motivating oneself to 

meet a specific goal. In order to manage oneself, we must be able to do the following: 
 Identify Emotions: the ability to recognize emotions in yourself as well as others. This 

is the first step in being able to understand, navigate, and manage one’s own emotions. 
Students can also explore the emotions of real and fictional characters they encounter in 
learning. 

 Control Impulse- the ability to think before acting, especially when emotions are high. 
Help students identify triggers and work with them to develop positive responses and 
strategies. 

 Delay Gratification-this behavior is associated with maturity. Build students’ capacity 
to delay gratification (satisfaction) by making goals reasonable and attainable.  

 Stress Management- focus on techniques that change the physiological state through 
breathing, stretching, movement, and temporary distraction equip students with tools 
to mediate their emotional responses. 

 Coping-the ability to adapt and respond to anxiety including seeking social supports 
and help.  

We must build the capacity to regulate ourselves through practice and proactive skills so that 
our children are equip to manage themselves when interacting with the world and with other 

people. 
 
Marquita George, M.Ed, NCC 
Social Emotional Learning Coach  
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 



Coming in January 

 
 

The PTO is gearing up for the biggest fundraiser of the 
school year.  Our school will participate in the World’s 
Finest Chocolate fundraiser starting in January.  We 
will have many incentives to encourage all to get out and 
sell chocolate!  Remember all proceeds from the 
fundraiser are used to support our school. 

 


